WEEK FOUR | MAGNA CARTA AND THE WIDER WORLD: CONSTITUTION MAKING. 
Magna Carta and its Legacies: Freedom and protest. 
OFFERED BY 
e University of London. 
The University of London is a federal University which includes 18 world leading Colleges. Our distance 
learning programmes were founded in 1858 and have enriched the lives of thousands of students, 
delivering high quality University of London degrees wherever our students are across the globe. Our 
alumni include 7 Nobel Prize winners. Today, we are a global leader in distance and flexible study, 
offering degree programmes to over 50,000 students in over 180 countries. To find out more about 
studying for one of our degrees where you are, visit www.london.ac.uk. 

WEEK FOUR | MAGNA CARTA AND THE WIDER WORLD: CONSTITUTION MAKING. 
This week is run by Dr. Emma Johnstone and 1s entitled Magna Carta and the wider world: 
Constitution Making. 

WEEK FOUR | LEARNING OUTCOMES. 

Over the course of this week, it is hoped that you will gain a deeper insight and have an understanding 
of the following:- 
Knowledge and understanding. 
A deeper understanding of debates over property rights and land rights in the 19th century. 
Knowledge of parliamentary reform in the 19th and 20th centuries. 
Knowledge and understanding of the reasons for remembrance and commemoration. 
Skills. 
The ability to engage with the history of ideas and arguments. 
The ability to interpret conflicting historical accounts of key documents and events. 
The ability to engage with peers constructively in online debates. 
Attributes. 
Self-guided research making use of online databases. 
Visiting heritage sites and related websites to explore historical connections with slavery. 
Week Four | Essential task prior to the lectures Please begin by reading Ralph V. Turner’s The 
Meaning of Magna Carta since 1215, in History Today Volume: 53 Issue: 9 2003. 
Learning Objectives. 

e Discuss the roots of constitutional developments in America, the United Kingdom, and elsewhere. 

e Discover and understand the significance of Magna Carta and its ideals in the establishment of 

conditions and bills of human rights over the past two centuries. 
READING: WEEK 4 READINGS. 
Week Four | Optional Lectures 
We have been given permission from The Historical Association to showcase a set of interviews between 
Professor Justin Champion and Professor Linda Colley. In these interviews Professor Colley, who is a 
British historian and Fellow of The Historical Association, discusses Magna Carta, ongoing issues in 
British history and her work as a historian. The two most relevant interviews to this course have been 
uploaded to the lecture resources tab: 
The other interviews can be found on The Historical Association website. 
Week Four | Optional Material 
1. F.F. Ridley THERE IS NO BRITISH CONSTITUTION: A DANGEROUS CASE OF THE 
EMPEROR'S CLOTHES* Parliam. Aff. 1988 41: 340-361 
2.Vernon Bogdanor, Tarunabh Khaitan and Stefan Vogenauer's, Should Britain have a _ written 
constitution (first published in Political Quarterly, (2007), 499-517) 
3. The Legacies of British Slavery Project website is freely accessible at www.ucl.ac.uk/Ibs/ 
NO NOTES WERE MADE IN WEEK FOUR. 


8 VIDEOS IN WEEK FOUR. 
Video: Lecture 4.1 - Week Four Introduction. 


Video: Lecture 4.2 - Explaining Constitutions. 

Video: Lecture 4.3 - Why isn't the UK's constitution codified - and should it be? 
Video: Lecture 4.4 An interview with Linda Colley - The Unwritten Constitution. 
Video: Lecture 4.5-An interview with Linda Colley- The Legacy of Magna Carta. 
Video: Lecture 4.6 - Magna Carta and Slavery - the American perspective. 
Video: Lecture 4.7 - Magna Carta and Slavery - the British perspective. 


Video: Lecture 4. 8 - Week Four Summary. 
8 TEXT SUBSCRIPTS IN WEEK FOUR. 
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Discussion Prompt: Comparing Constitutions. 
Duration: 10 minutes10 min. 
Please select a modern constitution you are familiar with - whether in your own country or from 
another. Has the constitution you have chosen inspired by Magna Carta? If so, how’ 
Your response has been submitted. Engage and discuss with other learners below! 
1. Donald Berment's Post 
Trinidad and Tobago has a Constitution, The Constitution of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. Yes, 
in my humble opinion it was inspired by Magna Carta, in that all provisions to be followed as rights and 
freedoms in said Constitution, could not be overturned unless by stated numbers of voting in Parliament. 
Further it was derived from The Trinidad and Tobago Independence Act 1962 (c. 54), which was an Act 
of the Parliament of the United Kingdom that granted independence to Trinidad and Tobago with effect 
from 31 August 1962. The Act also provided for the granting of a new Constitution of Trinidad and 
Tobago to take effect upon independence and has by such authority inherently came from the source 
which gave birth to the Magna Carta. We may have gone forward improving of Magna Carta's written 
strength, in that there are provisions in our Constitution which allowed pleading in the Courts to 
recognize the "the right for respect for an individual's family life", as including the right to a choice of 
companionship, other than the heterosexual type, thereby declaring illegal, laws which proclaim 
otherwise. Additionally, the Constitution allows the majority of Elected Representatives to Parliament to 
form the Executive Part of Governance. This means Political Parties are not necessarily forming the 
Executive, if enough Independent persons get elected as a majority. A day most citizens hope to see in 
their lifetime. in other words, we are in what I call a state of" striving for a Best Practice Democracy" 
and like many other Nations like us, determined to achieve it or lay the Foundation for our future 
generations to so do. This vision being the deeper, underlying purpose of Magna Carta as I see it. 


Quiz: Week 4 Quiz (13 Questions) 
13 questions. (Hyper Link removed to maintain privacy of Examination) 
Due May 31, 2:59 AM AST. 


SIE MOO ciscasnasaviocoutsenacans Donald D. Berment, Lifelong Student/Education (LLSTU) Goal (LLEDU). 


